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     Haej in Yoon,  Moon Spel l ,  Apri l  1 – Apri l  26,  2009 

Opening Thursday,  Apri l  2 f rom 6-8 pm 
 
BROOKLYN, NY,  MARCH, 2009  -  A. I .R .  Ga l le ry  i s  p leased  to  announce  Moon Spel l ,  a  so lo  exh ib i t ion  by  
Ga l le ry  Ar t i s t ,  Haej in  Yoon .  The  exh ib i t  w i l l  be  on  v iew  f rom Apr i l  1  to  Apr i l  26 ,  2009  w i th  an  open ing 
recep t ion  he ld  on  Thursday ,  Apr i l  2  f rom 6  t o  8pm. 
 
“She  loves  someone  who  everyone  ha tes .  
She  a te  up  someone  who  everyone  loves . ”  – Hae j in  Yoon  
 
Moon  Spe l l  i s  Yoon ’s  f i r s t  so lo  show a t  A. I .R .  Ga l le ry .  The  ins ta l la t ion  o f  monum enta l  mons te rs  – 
pa in t ings ,  mixed  med ia  works ,  d raw ings  and s tu f fed  so f t  scu lp tu res  -  inhab i t  bo th  Ga l le ry  I  and  Ga l le ry  I I ,  
mak ing  her  the  f i r s t  a r t i s t ,  s ince  the  ga l lery ’s  open ing  in  i ts  new loca t ion  in 2008  to  exh ib i t  work  on  th is  
sca le .   The  amaz ing  range  o f  mate r ia ls  and moods  in  these  s t i l l  ve ry  cons is ten t  and  accomp l ished  works 
is  the  p roduc t  o f  a  r igo rous  s tud io  p rac t ice .  
 
Benea th  the  endear ing  qua l i t ies  o f  Yoon ’s  charac ters  Moon  Spe l l  i s  essen t ia l l y  abou t  metamorphos is  and 
persona l  mag ic .  The  a r t i s t  exp lo res  the  realm o f  fa i r y ta les  and  the  fea r  o f  i so la t ion  us ing  b r igh t  co lo rs  
and  so f t  faux  fu rs  to  c rea te  sympathe t ic  c rea tu res  tha t  a re  in f luenced  equa l ly  by  the  s to r ies  o f  D r .  Seuss 
as  those  o f  Hans  Chr is ten  Anderson .   The  express ive  pa in t ing ,  “Fa l l ing  in to  R ive r ”  dep ic ts  a  man  near 
su ic ide  who  is  b loa ted  and  buoyan t  l i ke  a  ba l loon .  In  Yoon ’s  a lchemic  sens ib i l i ty ,  a no ther  scu lp tu re 
shows  a  mop tha t  has  devoured  the  sun .  T hese  en igmat ic  f igu res  and  open-ended  narra t ives  a re  o f ten 
tw is ted  and  t ransgress ive ,  revea l ing  in tense  psycho log ica l  comp lex i ty .  As  in  he r  ear l ie r  ser ies ,  Yoon  
d raws  f rom var ious  psycho-cosmograms  inc lud ing  T ibe tan  Yan t ra  and  Tan t r ic  Amu le t  as  we l l  as  Korean 
Shaman ic  Co lo rs .  As  Yoon  a lso  “ recons truc ts  wes te rn  pos tmodern ism’s  abs t rac t  languages…”  she  
u t i l i zes  bo ld  co lo rs  and  fo rms ,  sugges t ing  con temporary  pop  cu l tu re  re fe rences  such  as  ac t ion  f igu res ,  
g ra f f i t i  and  hor ro r  mov ies  (Ar t  Rev iew  Newspaper ,  Korea) .  The  pa in t ings  are  op t ica l  and  s t ruc tu ra l  hor ro r  
vacu i .   
 
Hae j in  Yoon  rece ived  her  MFA f rom Par sons  Schoo l  fo r  Des ign  in 
2005 .   She  is  an  educa ted  ou ts ide r  a r t i s t .  Her  work  has  been  exh ib i ted  
in  numerous  g roup  exh ib i t ions  in  Korea ,  Japan  and  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  In  
add i t ion  to  he r  own work ,  Yoon  se rved  as  cu ra to r  a t  P lanar ia  Ga l le ry  in  
Che lsea  in  2005 ,  o rgan iz ing  a  number  o f  g roup  exh ib i t ions  wh ich  were 
rev iewed  in  The  New York  T imes ,  inc lud ing  “Sympathe t ic  Mag ic ”  and 
“N ick  Payne  and  Don  Porce l la . ”   
 
A . I .R .  Ga l le ry  i s  loca ted  a t  111  Fron t  St ree t ,  #228 ,  in  the  DUMBO  
ne ighborhood  o f  Brook lyn .  Ga l le ry  hours :  Wed.  –  Sun . ,  11am to  6pm.  
For  d i rec t ions  p lease  see  www.a i rga l le ry .o rg .  For  more  in fo rmat ion  
p lease  con tac t  Ga l le ry  D i rec to r ,  Ka t  Gr ie fen  a t  212-255-6651  o r  
kg r ie fen@ai rga l lery .o rg .  
 
 
 
 
 
Image :  Hae j in  Yoon ,  Fa l l ing  in to  R ive r ,  2009,  ac ry l i c  on  canvas , 72”X36” 
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